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Rediscover Church, Part 2: “The Church Scattered” 
Various Scriptures 

Pastor Andrew Jun 
 

Series Introduction 
 
We are spending two weeks to share about the theme for our church this year: 
“Rediscover Church.”  I want to start today by reading something that Mark Dever, a well-
known pastor and preacher, wrote about the church: 
 
“The church should be regarded as important to Christians because of its importance to 
Christ. Christ founded the church (Matthew 16:18), purchased it with his blood (Acts 20:28), 
and intimately identifies himself with it (Acts 9:4). The church is the body of Christ (1 Cor 
12:12, 27), the dwelling place of his Spirit (Ephesians 2:18, 22), and the chief instrument for 
glorifying God in the world (Ephesians 3:10). Finally, the church is God’s instrument for 
bringing both the gospel to the nations and a great host of redeemed humanity to 
himself (Revelation 5:9).” [Mark Dever]. 
 
So we are “rediscovering” our identity as a church because the church is important to 
Christ and important as part of his plan of salvation!  The church has a beautiful and 
glorious calling!   
 
Last week, we covered “The Church Gathered.”  The original word in the Bible, ekklesia, 
means “assembly” and three metaphors for the church in the Bible are a building made 
up of stones put together (1 Peter 2:5), a single human body made up of various parts (1 
Corinthians 12:12), and a family with God as our Father and fellow Christians as brothers 
and sisters in Christ.  In sum, a key identity of the church is that it gathers together.   
 
Specifically, we talked about how the church gathers to disciple each other and to reveal 
the gospel.  The way the church carried out Jesus’ command to make disciples (that is, 
people who believe in and follow Jesus) in the New Testament was to gather together, 
devoted (together) to God’s Word, the fellowship, the Lord’s Supper, and the prayers (Acts 
2:42-43).    
 
When they gathered like this, they were the “visible gospel”- the gospel that was lived out 
and seen- in their radical reconciliation, diverse demographics, sacrificial service, and 
deep devotion.  So we’re calling our church, HMCC, to gather together as a spiritual family 
to disciple each other and reveal the gospel in 2022! 
 
 

Sermon Introduction 
 
Today’s sermon is titled “The Church Scattered” and we’ll be looking into various texts of 
Scripture to understand this.   
 
Usually, our sermons at HMCC are expositions of single texts of Scripture through books 
of the Bible (like we will start our new sermon series next week, “Rediscover Jesus” going 
section by section through Luke 4-9).  But for today’s sermon, it will be studying what the 
Bible as a whole says about the topic of the church scattered.   
 
There is no greater time than now that the world has needed the light of God’s truth and 
love.  Just imagine how it has felt to face the COVID-19 pandemic without Jesus Christ- 
actually most likely we do have some idea how this feels, don’t we? 
 



16 January 2022  HMCC | Sunday Celebration 

  - 2 - 

• Experiencing sickness and suffering without any comfort that God notices and 
cares for you physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 

• Experiencing loneliness and isolation without the satisfying presence of God and 
the tangible companionship of spiritual family. 

• Experiencing unstable financial situations without the promise of our heavenly 
Father’s faithful provision of all that we need day by day. 

• Experiencing a fractured society that has lost faith in their government, religion, 
and other institutions because of so much failure and corruption. 

• Experiencing the reality of death without any hope of life beyond this world or 
with a misplaced hope of life beyond this world. 

 
The church not only gathers together, but also scatters.  We gather together mainly for 
corporate worship service (we call it Sunday Celebration) and in smaller group 
communities (we call them LIFE groups).  But we spend most of the time in our weeks 
scattered at our own homes, workplaces, and neighborhoods.  And in these places, Jesus 
said that his disciples are to be that light of God’s truth and love.  He said it in… 
 
Matthew 5:14-16 (ESV): 14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it 
gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven."  
 
In the darkness that our world exists in, God’s people- the church- are to be light that 
goes into the dark places of our homes, workplaces, and neighborhoods.   
 
 

Proposition 
 
So this leads me to my “one thing” for this sermon today: 
 

The church scatters to 
love our neighbors and send gospel workers. 

 
 

Organizational Statement 
 
I have two simple points to my sermon: first, the church scatters to love our neighbors 
and second, the church scatters to send gospel workers.   
 

Transition: Let’s go ahead and proceed.  Here’s my first point… 

Sermon Outline  

I. The church scatters to love our neighbors. 
A. Let me clarify what I mean by “scattering”: when God’s people were not together, 

they were still the church (God’s people saved by believing in Jesus as their Savior).   

1. Let’s start by looking at another place when Jesus restated his “Great 
Commission” (which was his command to the disciples to make disciples). 

a) This is from Acts 1:8, which was also a time when the disciples were with 
Jesus after he had resurrected.  They asked Jesus when he would fully 
restore his kingdom; this was Jesus’ answer to them in Acts 1:8 (ESV): 8 “But 
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you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth.”  He said that the Holy Spirit would be sent to them in 
a special way and then they’d be his witnesses, rippling out first in 
Jerusalem, then in Judea and Samaria, and then to the ends of the earth. 

b) If you remember from last week, this all started in Acts 2 when the disciples 
gathered on that Day of Pentecost (or the Feast of Weeks) and the Holy 
Spirit filled them and they started speaking all kinds of different languages 
(2:1-13).  Peter preached the gospel to the crowd gathered there and three 
thousand people believed in Jesus as their Savior and King. Those new 
believers were baptized (the entrance ceremony into the church) and the 
church was born (2:14-41).  The church gathered together, devoting 
themselves to the ministry of the Word, fellowship, the Lord’s Supper, and 
prayer.  As they did this, they discipled each other and revealed the gospel 
in how they related to each other.   

c) Then look at this in Acts 2:46-47 (ESV): 46 And day by day, attending the 
temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their 
food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor 
with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those 
who were being saved.  This is awesome, isn’t it?  It’s awesome that people 
were receiving God’s salvation in Christ.  But take another look at this 
passage: an underlying assumption here is that these believers not only 
were about gathering together within the church.  They also regularly 
interacted with their family members, neighbors, and others around them- 
they knew them; they had relationships with them; and then they showed 
and shared the gospel with them.  This was how they gained the favor of 
the people in their city and how many more people put their faith in Christ! 

2. This is an important place for us to start! I want us to think about this 
personally: How many of us actually know our literal neighbors?   

a) Do you know the names of people who live next door to you or in your 
same area?  Do you know what their jobs are?  Do you know about their 
parents or kids?  Do you know if they’ve had COVID-19 or other difficulties 
during this pandemic?  Sadly (and I have to admit this is me for the most 
part too), people in an urban or metropolitan setting often live very isolated 
from their literal neighbors.  And on top of that, our lives are too busy and 
fast-paced to actually get to know and build relationships with our 
neighbors, let alone show and share the gospel with them.   

b) Can I challenge us here?  Can I challenge us to change this in 2022 and 
beyond and to love our neighbors by first building relationships with them?  
Think of it with the imagery of a ripple like in Acts 1:8- Jesus said that the 
church would be his witnesses first specifically in the city of Jerusalem, 
then further out in Judea and Samaria, and then even further out to the 
ends of the earth.  Let’s start with our “Jerusalem”: the people that are in 
closest proximity to us.  This can be the people who live close to you 
(literally your neighbors) but it can also include your family members, 
coworkers, classmates, or the people at the gym you regularly work out at, 
or at the coffee shop you regularly visit.    

c) I was challenged do this throughout the pandemic as we were stuck at 
home for months and months.  Nickey strongly encouraged me to walk 
with her in the early mornings to exercise together and we’d also pray for 
our neighbors- we prayed for God’s grace and blessing over them and we 
prayed for opportunities to get to know more of them.  We were also 
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outside a lot more with various COVID-19 hobbies (like badminton, 
gardening, and cats) and got to meet a lot of neighbors and to chat with 
some (who were open to chatting).  There were even two or three 
neighbors that we got to know really well, eating meals together and 
becoming friends.   

d) I’m not saying this because I’m awesome at this, but to share that I’m 
pleasantly surprised how God has done this despite me struggling always 
feeling like I don’t have time to love my neighbors.  I’m guessing that you 
can relate with me: We always feel busy.  We don’t feel like we have the 
time or energy to build better relationships with those family members, 
coworkers, or classmates, or other neighbors existing around us.   To be 
very practical, here are three simple “Be’s” to start being a good neighbor.  
First, be prayerful: make it a regular prayer topic to ask for God to open 
doors and to intercede for people that come to mind.  Second, be present: 
think of ways to be around others or to initiate relationships with others.  
Third, be perceptive: keep your eyes open for doors that God opens! 

3. But there’s a deeper challenge that we must wrestle with honestly:  The only 
way we will make room in our lives to get to know our neighbors is to really 
love our neighbors.  We’ll always make time for people that we really love! 

a) In Luke 10:25-37, a lawyer asked Jesus what he had to do to inherit eternal 
life.  Jesus asked him what the Scriptures said and the lawyer answered this 
way in Luke 10:27 (ESV): “You must love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.” And, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  The second greatest command that we must keep- 
and Jesus said that it was in order to inherit eternal life- is to “love your 
neighbor”!  This might be shocking, but according to the Bible, it is sin to 
not love your neighbor!  And because God is holy (as it says where this 
command is originally stated in Leviticus 19), this sin is a big deal to God!    

b) Then the lawyer followed up with a question to try to justify himself (don’t 
you feel like you need to justify yourself too? I definitely do!): “So who is my 
neighbor?”  Then Jesus answered with his famous parable of the good 
Samaritan.  The story goes like this: A Jewish man was on a trip, walking 
from Jerusalem to Jericho- a notoriously dangerous route.  He was 
attacked by bandits, robbed, beaten, and left to die.  A little later, a priest 
happened to come across this man, but he just passed him by.  A little 
more later, a Levite also happened across this man, and he also passed him 
by.  But a Samaritan man- hated by the Jews- saw him and felt 
compassion.  He treated his wounds, took him to a nearby inn to recover, 
and vowed to visit him again- he showed compassionate, generous, and 
committed love.   

c) Do you know who is not like this good Samaritan?  All of us!  And do you 
know who is this good Samaritan?  Jesus Christ!  He was actually despised 
by a lot of people of his day- especially the religious folks.  But Jesus loves 
us with compassion: he incarnated into this world and experienced human 
life like us except was without sin.  He loves us with generosity: he lavishly 
gave his life as the substitute sacrifice for our sins.  He loves us with 
commitment: his covenant with us will sustain us in this life and will be for 
eternity.  You see, we don’t love others from what we already have innately 
inside of us- if we’re honest we don’t have that much love and the love that 
we do have is pretty flawed.  But we love others from what we have 
received from God through Christ and his love overflows out of us to others.   
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d) Here’s what we do in light of the truth of our lack of love and the gospel 
message.  We see the ways we lack love for people and we confess it to the 
Lord.  Be honest about all the ways you don’t love others.  Then we repent- 
we turn away from knowing that not loving our neighbors is sin before God 
who is holy- and we trust that Jesus died on the cross for those sins (along 
with all of our other sins).  We receive Jesus’ love that is compassionate 
(towards us!), generous (towards us!), and committed (towards us!).  This 
happens when we’re alone or when the church gathers- and we refill on 
the infinitely abundant riches of God’s grace.  And then we ask him to help 
us love in this same way too.  When we repent of our lack of love and ask us 
for his divine love for people, he will fill us with it! 

e) Church, let’s practice- obeying Jesus by faith- the 3 “Be’s” of loving our 
neighbor: be prayerful (for our neighbors and also for our own hearts), be 
present (making yourself available to build those connecting points), and 
be perceptive (looking for doors that God opens).  Can I also mention to be 
patient and to be persistent?  Be patient because relationships take a lot of 
time, especially these days when people are weary or distrustful of others.  
Be persistent in the 3 “Be’s” too- keep trying and make it a lifestyle instead 
of just a one-off event.  This part of being the church scattered is a lifestyle 
(what we do) and an identity (who we are)! 

Transition: First, we saw that the church scatters to love our neighbors.  Now here’s my 
second point… 

II. The church scatters to send gospel workers. 
A. Now that we’ve looked at the Great Commission twice in the last two weeks (from 

Matthew 28:19-20 last week and Acts 1:8 today), I hope that we see ourselves as 
“sent” when we are the church scattered.   

1. In the book of Acts, we see that the Christians were scattered by being 
scattered “accidentally.”  Let me explain what I mean. 

a) The church grew after the church was born in Acts 2.  But opposition arose 
against this movement after one Christian, named Stephen, was martyred 
(killed because of his bold witness about Christ).  Then this is what 
happened, according to Acts 8:1, 4 (ESV): 1 And there arose on that day a 
great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all 
scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the 
apostles. …4 Now those who were scattered went about preaching the 
word.  You see here that the church scattered to Judea and Samaria 
because of persecution.  God in his sovereign will did this!  So Christians 
went to different places and people and still proclaimed the gospel of 
Christ wherever they ended up!   

b) This was definitely providential- this all happened because of the direct 
hand of God and for the exact purposes of God.  One thing that is so 
important to see in the church being sent “accidentally” was the boldness 
of their witness and their faith in God’s sovereignty despite the difficulties 
they faced.  To them, they viewed their situations as actually not accidents- 
even when they were opposed by others and thrown in prison.  They saw 
these situations by faith as opportunities to glorify Christ through their 
testimony to others and through their obedience to Christ.  For example, it 
says in Acts 5:41-42 that after the apostles were arrested and ordered by the 
high court to stop testifying about Jesus, they rejoiced that God counted 
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them worthy to suffer disgrace for his name.  Then they continued to 
gather together and to proclaim that Jesus was the Savior and King. 

c) This is definitely a challenge for us during this COVID-19 pandemic.  It is not 
an accident that you and I are living right now in this time here in 
Jabodetabek.  I’m not minimizing the hardships that many of us are going 
through, but I’m highlighting the opportunity to glorify God through our 
bold witness and faith in God’s sovereignty.  You are not “accidentally” sent 
into a situation that God has no purpose or plan; you are not “accidentally” 
sent to people that God has put around you now.  There are no accidents in 
God’s plan!  How I’d describe our problem is that we do not have eyes of 
faith that God is at work in your situations and in your relationships.  To be 
honest, we might be professing Christians when we’re gathered, but many 
times we act more like practical atheists when we’re scattered. 

d) My intention is not to offend or shame you; my intention is to help us to see 
our lack of faith and boldness and confess it to the Lord.  There was an 
encounter that Jesus had with a man who said to him, “If you can do 
anything, have compassion on us and help us.”  And Jesus corrected him 
and told him: “’If you can!’ All things are possible for one who believes.”  And 
the man’s simple prayer was this: “I do believe, but help me overcome my 
unbelief” (Mark 9:22-24).  Can I call us to this simple prayer too?   Can we 
admit that even though we believe in Jesus, in many situations we need his 
help to overcome the unbelief we have as well?  Can we confess that we 
lack boldness in our testimony because of (blank)- and you fill in the blank?  
This is the proper starting point for us to start to experience the joy and 
privilege of living for God’s purposes in our lives! 

2. In fact, this was how churches were witnesses of Jesus Christ to Jerusalem, 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.   

a) Listen to this: Jesus said that his disciples would do greater works than he 
did while he was on earth.  This is what he said exactly from John 14:12 
(NLT): I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same 
works I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with 
the Father.  What did this mean?  It doesn’t mean that I will have 
superhero powers to do more impressive feats than Jesus ever did.  What 
Jesus meant was that the church collectively will multiply his work of 
transformation- saving people and making them his disciples- all over the 
world!  As Christians personally do their parts faithfully and as churches 
corporately do their parts faithfully, they would be continuing the ministry 
of Jesus!   

b) One implication about this is how we are providentially “sent” into our own 
city- we are on mission together. We should definitely all care about the 
matters that are close to God’s heart like carrying out justice and mercy in 
our communities and integrating Christ’s light into all the sectors of society 
(like in commerce, business, and technology; health care; arts and media; 
religious institutions; government, law, and politics; education; and 
domestic and family issues).  Individually, we should be praying and 
investing ourselves in what we humanly can; but individually, we cannot be 
involved in all of these things.  The truth is that these responsibilities were 
given to the church and individuals live this out collectively as a church.  I 
can’t reach your business or school, but you can; I can’t reach those at-risk 
children in your community, but you can.  And as each of us are light to 
those dark places, we as the church are light to our city collectively.  We are 
“sent” into our own city! 
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c) Another huge implication about this is how our missionaries- we call them 
gospel workers- are intentionally “sent” to people groups that do not yet 
have an indigenous church (or visible gospel witness) among them.  The 
church is on mission together to participate with God to see this happen.  
This was how Paul looked at the relationship between local churches and 
himself, as a gospel worker.  In Acts 16, during his second missionary 
journey, Paul started a church in the city of Philippi.  It happened like this: 
Paul and his team preached the gospel to a businesswoman named Lydia 
by the river, to a prison guard and his family, and to a demon-possessed 
slave girl.  They believed in Jesus- in addition to others presumably- and 
then were baptized (remember, this is the symbolic entrance ceremony 
into the church).   

3. Paul discipled the Philippian church and they became key partners in his 
missionary work.   

a) Paul wrote this about his relationship with them in Philippians 1:4-5, 7 (NLT): 
4 Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of you with joy, 5 for you have 
been my partners in spreading the Good News about Christ from the time 
you first heard it until now. ...7 So it is right that I should feel as I do about 
all of you, for you have a special place in my heart. You share with me the 
special favor of God, both in my imprisonment and in defending and 
confirming the truth of the Good News.   We know (from Philippians 4:14-
18) that the Philippian church supported Paul financially as he continued to 
proclaim the gospel and plant churches in other cities he went to after he 
left Philippi.  In what we read here, it is clear that the local church and the 
gospel worker shared in a partnership together.  

b) Follow with me here: I would say that we should definitely all care about 
the world and the missionary task of getting the gospel to the people and 
places that do not know Jesus as God’s way of salvation yet.  Not all 
Christians will be gospel workers but all of us can be involved in missions as 
we are involved in it as a local church that sends out gospel workers and 
supports them in our prayers, giving, and caring for them.  This is how we 
should feel about our gospel workers that are serving the Lord deeper in 
this province.  They came out of our church, felt the call to bring the gospel 
to the unreached people group there, and were sent out by us to go.  In this 
way, our entire church can participate in the mission of God!  We are 
partners with them and we want to support them faithfully in our prayers, 
giving, and caring for them!   Some of us are official partners with them, 
committing to personally support them by giving monthly and praying for 
them regularly.  Some of us can contribute by advising their platforms- 
businesses or ministries that can be bridges to relationships and blessings 
to the communities.  We can expand our vision by learning when we share 
about them and pray for them in our gatherings, even visiting them where 
they are (they’re only an hour away from here).   

c) As we are “sent” into our own city and as we “send” gospel workers to the 
unreached, this creates the “gospel ecosystem” that we envision!  Let me 
go step by step into what I mean: We rediscover what it means to be the 
church as we gather- we disciple each other and we reveal the gospel to 
our own city.  We also rediscover what it means to be the church as we 
scatter- we love our neighbors and support out gospel workers.  We love 
and encourage our fellow churches and ministries to do the same.  Over 
the years and years of faithfully contributing to the ecosystem- gathering 
and scattering- the fertile environment where churches are all doing their 
part and more people know Jesus is cultivated.  For our gospel workers that 
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we’ve sent out, we pray for them; we give to them financially; we care for 
them; we send out more to join them or to go to new fields where another 
gospel ecosystem needs to be created.  This is our glorious purpose and 
calling: The church is the primary way that God uses to accomplish his 
mission!  To God be all the glory as we rediscover this purpose and calling! 

 

Transition: First, we saw that the church scatters to love our neighbors.  Second, we saw 
that the church scatters to send gospel workers.  Let’s conclude with our… 

Conclusion 

III. Life Application 
A. Here are some next steps that I recommend for us today in light of the truth that 

the church scatters to love our neighbors and send gospel workers. 

1. First, let’s repent for our lack of love for our neighbors, asking the Lord to give 
us his love, and then put into practice the three “Be’s.” 

a) Let’s start by receiving Jesus’ love that is compassionate (towards us!), 
generous (towards us!), and committed (towards us!).  Let’s turn away from 
ignoring, not caring, not having enough time, and other ways we are not 
loving.  Instead, let’s also ask him to help us love our neighbors in the way 
that he has loved us.  Be prayerful (for our neighbors and also for our own 
hearts), be present (making yourself available to build those connecting 
points), and be perceptive (looking for doors that God opens).  And don’t 
forget to be patient and persistent! 

2. Second, let’s ask for faith and boldness, and then do our parts to be light in our 
own city and to support our own gospel workers. 

a) Let’s also humbly reflect on and admit our own lack of faith and boldness.  
We say to Jesus too: “I do believe, but help me overcome my unbelief!”  And 
add, “I confess that I lack boldness in my witness because of (blank).”  Let’s 
take small but faith-filled steps to be light in our own city- in what God is 
calling you to do and to whom God is calling you to serve.  Let’s grow in 
understanding (because we might not really understand what the BDH is) 
and in praying for God to start churches among this unreached people 
group.  The part that each of us play and that each local church plays 
contributes to the gospel ecosystem that we envision to cultivate. 
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